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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. XAVIER BECERRA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 4, 2000 

Mr. BECERRA. Mr. Speaker, due to a com-
mitment in my district on Thursday, March 30, 
2000, I was unable to cast my floor vote on 
rollcall numbers 89–95. The votes I missed in-
clude rollcall vote 89 on Agreeing to the Ka-
sich Amendment; Rollcall vote 90 on Agreeing 
to the Weldon Amendment; rollcall vote 91 on 
Agreeing to the Stearns Amendment; roll call 
vote 92 on Agreeing to the Paul Amendment; 
rollcall vote 93 on Agreeing to the Tancredo 
Amendment; rollcall 94 on the Motion to Re-
commit with Instructions; and rollcall vote 95 
on Passage of H.R. 3908, Making Emergency 
Supplemental Appropriations for F.Y. 2000. 

Had I been present for the votes, I would 
have voted ‘‘aye’’ on roll call votes 90, 94 and 
95. I would have voted ‘‘nay’’ on roll call votes 
89, 91, 92, and 93. 

f 

BIRTHDAY TRIBUTE TO DEACON 
WILLIE MARTIN, SR. 

HON. CARRIE P. MEEK 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 4, 2000 

Mrs. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is in-
deed a great honor to extend my heartfelt con-
gratulations to Deacon Willie Martin Sr., as he 
celebrates his 100th birthday on April 8, 2000 
in Pineland, South Carolina. Congressman 
JAMES E. CLYBURN, my distinguished col-
league from the 6th District of South Carolina, 
joins me in this tribute. 

Although our celebrant lives in South Caro-
lina, he travels to Miami-Dade County to visit 
his daughter, Mrs. Rosanna McCormick, who 
has been a resident of the city of Opa-Locka 
since 1950. Deacon Martin’s grandson, 
Freddie L. Judson (Rosa), also resides in 
Miami-Dade County. Accordingly, our cente-
narian is an ex-officio resident of the 17th 
Congressional District of Florida, and I am ex-
tremely delighted indeed to have the privilege 
of representing the members of his immediate 
family. 

I take this opportunity to pay tribute to Dea-
con Martin for the exemplary life with which 
God saw fit to bountifully bless him. The hall-
mark of excellence that defined his life for a 
century truly evokes a magnificent longevity of 
service to others in his role as a deacon of 
Bethel Baptist Church in Pineland, South 
Carolina. Amidst the ever-enduring presence 
of God, our celebrant has touched people 
from all walks of life through his genuine con-
secration to both their social, moral and spir-
itual enhancement. 

His charitable spirit deeply nurtured his 
home into an oasis of love and encourage-
ment for his family and countless others who 
sought refuge and comfort within its sanctuary 
for so many years. Deacon Martin’s centennial 
birthday is indeed a joyous occasion when his 
loved ones and friends can truly take comfort 
in giving testimony to his exemplary dedication 
to his Christian stewardship. 

Buttressed by his faith and his willingness to 
serve others under the aegis of his church, 
God has truly seen fit to bless him with the 
longevity of an extraordinary life. The happy 
occasion on April 8, 2000 will eloquently sym-
bolize a historic testimony of the respect and 
admiration he has forged in his community 
and church-family. 

I wish him warmest congratulations on this 
magnificent milestone of his life! 

f 

HONORING JAMES H. ‘‘JIM’’ 
PATTERSON 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 4, 2000 

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
honor James H. Patterson—a devoted father, 
husband, friend and transportation industry 
leader—who passed away Saturday morning. 
Jim Patterson was 55 years old and resided in 
Blackhawk, CA, with his wife Theresa, son 
Jimmy and daughter Laura. 

Before moving to California, Jim was born 
and raised in Portland, OR, and the proud son 
of Howard and Dorothy Patterson. Jim was 
with United Parcel Service since 1966 and 
was serving as vice president of Public Affairs 
for the Northwest Region upon his formal re-
tirement in December. Jim had served in 
many positions during his tenure, including 
being one of the youngest regional managers 
in the history of the company. 

Jim was truly a remarkable person. He had 
the respect of everyone that had the pleasure 
to work with him. Jim’s keen insight and 
knowledge of the industry was unparalleled. 
His uncanny ability to assess complicated po-
litical situations and offer appropriate remedies 
was remarkable. And Jim’s humor would dis-
arm the fiercest of opponents and ultimately 
result in their affection and respect. 

Jim’s devotion to his friends and family was 
well known. Jim loved talking to people and 
getting to know people. In addition, he loved 
collecting cars and most of all—spending time 
with his two kids. 

We offer our heartfelt condolences to all of 
Jim’s family and especially to Theresa, Jimmy 
and Laura. 

f 

IN HONOR OF SAINT EDWARD 
HIGH SCHOOL WRESTLING 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 4, 2000 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the members of the Year 2000 state 
champion Saint Edward High School wrestling 
team. Their four-year hold on Ohio high school 
wrestling’s top honor shows no sign of weak-
ening. 

The Saint Edwards High School wrestling 
team, year in and year out, finds a way to 
keep their edge. This past month, the team 
won its fourth straight state championship, 
winning in resounding fashion. The Eagles’ 

final tally of 186.5 points was nearly 100 
points greater than the second place finishers. 
Five individual state champions set the tone 
for the Eagles’ overwhelming dominance. Sen-
iors Mason Lenhard and Mark Jayne each 
won their third titles. Jayne and senior Ryan 
Bertin both finished undefeated. Freshman 
Ryan Lang and senior Zak Schweda round out 
the Eagles’ roster of title winners. 

The 2000 Eagles squad fulfilled with ease 
the sort of expectations that any sporting dy-
nasty raises. This year’s state championship 
was the school’s sixteenth all-time, a new 
state record. St. Edward’s point total for the 
2000 state tournament was the third highest in 
Ohio history. The Eagles’ total of five indi-
vidual state champions was one short of the 
all-time state record. The journey to Columbus 
was a difficult one: the Eagles grappled 
through what was widely recognized as the 
toughest schedule in school history. Taking on 
the best teams from across the nation, the Ea-
gles were undefeated, finishing 14 and 0. 

The 2000 Saint Edward wrestling team was, 
in a way, all about the journey. As Coach 
Gregg Urbas commented, ‘‘What we have is a 
room full of the hardest working kids you’ll 
ever see, and they are very coachable. They 
all love this sport. Their work ethic is con-
tagious. Those qualities will take you a long 
way in this sport. All of our 16 state champion-
ship teams were a little different. This team is 
loaded with wrestlers who kept improving 
week by week.’’ 

Saint Edward’s dominance doesn’t end at 
the state level. Two Eagles recently played 
pivotal roles in Ohio’s state team’s winning the 
national championship. Mason Lenhard and 
Ryan Bertin both won national titles in setting 
the pace for a ‘‘Buckeye Smackdown’’ at 
Duquesne University in Pittsburgh, Pennsyl-
vania. 

My fellow Members of Congress, join me in 
congratulating the 2000 state champion Saint 
Edward wrestling team. The Eagle grapplers 
do honor to my district, to my state, to their 
school, and to their sport. Their recent suc-
cess at both the state and national levels is a 
deserved reward for many days’ hard work 
done well and done right. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO RETIRING WAYNES-
VILLE SCHOOL DISTRICT SUPER-
INTENDENT ERWIN MORRISS 

HON. IKE SKELTON 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 4, 2000 

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, it has come to 
my attention that a long and exceptionally dis-
tinguished career is nearing an end. Mr. Erwin 
Morriss, of Waynesville, Missouri, is retiring 
after 39 years in the education profession. 

Mr. Morriss began his career in 1961 as a 
biology teacher and athletic coach at Jefferson 
City High School. In 1966, he became a 
teacher, coach and athletic director for Mary-
ville schools. After that, he started his 31 
years of service to the Waynesville School 
District as the Wood Junior High School As-
sistant Principal. Mr. Morriss moved to 
Waynesville High School in 1970 to be the As-
sistant Principal, and then served as the Prin-
cipal for four years. He assumed the duties of 
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Waynesville R–VI School District Assistant Su-
perintendent in 1976 and was named Super-
intendent in 1991. 

Mr. Morriss has earned numerous awards 
during his career. Most recently, he was a re-
cipient of ‘‘The Eddy Award’’ presented by 
Governor Mel Carnahan for the school dis-
trict’s Governor’s Choice Award. In 1997, he 
was a Pearce Award Nominee for the ‘‘Out-
standing Missouri School Administrator,’’ 
South-Central District of the Missouri Associa-
tion of School Administrators. Also in 1997, 
Mr. Morriss received the Department of the 
Army Commander’s Award for Public Service 
for his meritorious service to the Fort Leonard 
Wood community and the education of military 
children. The Missouri State Teachers Asso-
ciation recognized him as Missouri’s Adminis-
trator of the Year in 1990 and the 
Waynesville-St. Robert Chamber of Com-
merce named him as Citizen of the Year in 
1987. 

An active participant in his community, Mr. 
Morriss belongs to many civic and profes-
sional organizations. He is a member and 
former chairman of the Waynesville City Plan-
ning Commission, a member and past presi-
dent of the Waynesville-St. Roberts Lions 
Club, as well as a member of the Waynesville- 
Fort Leonard Wood Armed Services Young 
Men’s Christian Association, the United Meth-
odist Church of Waynesville, Masonic Lodge 
No. 375, and the Association of the United 
States Army. Mr. Morriss also belongs to the 
American Association of School Administra-
tors, the Missouri State Teachers Association, 
the Waynesville Community Teachers Asso-
ciation and the Phi Delta Kappa Education 
Honor Fraternity. 

As he prepares to spend more time with his 
wife, Susan, his son, Michael, and his daugh-
ter, Lindy, I know all Members of Congress 
will join me in paying tribute to my friend Erwin 
Morriss and in wishing him the best in the 
days ahead. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE PEOPLE 
OF TAIWAN FOR SUCCESSFUL 
CONCLUSION OF PRESIDENTIAL 
ELECTIONS AND REAFFIRMING 
UNITED STATES POLICY TO-
WARD TAIWAN AND PEOPLE’S 
REPUBLIC OF CHINA 

SPEECH OF 

HON. THOMAS M. DAVIS 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 28, 2000 

Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
support H. Con. Res. 292, Congratulating Tai-
wan on Its Recent Elections. 

The government of Taiwan is a representa-
tive democracy. On March 18, 2000, the citi-
zens of the Republic of China (ROC) on Tai-
wan exercised their right to vote and elected 
Mr. Chen Shui-bian as their new President 
and Ms. Annette Hsui-Lien Lu as the new 
Vice-President. The popular vote election was 
held in accordance with the ROC’s Constitu-
tion and the people of Taiwan turned out in 
record numbers to vote. Over 82 percent of 
Taiwan’s 15 million citizens voted, making it 
one of the highest turnouts ever. 

Despite rhetoric and brinkmanship from the 
mainland, the people of Taiwan have clearly 
expressed their determination to build a free 
and democratic society. The U.S. should con-
tinue our strong support for Taiwan’s security. 

Taiwan is and continues to be a strong U.S. 
ally. The people of Taiwan have voted their 
conscience. Given the events that have hap-
pened over the past several years, it is in 
America’s best interest to promote peace in 
the Taiwan Straits. 

The people of Taiwan should be congratu-
lated for the democratic outcome of its presi-
dential election. In addition, I hope that all of 
my colleagues will join me in congratulating 
the people of Taiwan for their continuing ef-
forts to develop and sustain a free, democratic 
society that not only respects human rights but 
embraces free markets as well. 

This election again demonstrates that Tai-
wan is a vibrant democracy and I look forward 
to working with the new government of Presi-
dent-elect Chen Shui-bian on issues of mutual 
concern. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MACON-BIBB COUNTY 
FIRE CHIEF JIMMY HINSON 

HON. SAXBY CHAMBLISS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 4, 2000 

Mr. CHAMBLISS. Mr. Speaker, today I want 
to recognize a great American and someone 
who has continuously served as Chief of the 
Macon-Bibb County Fire Department for the 
past 24 years, Jimmy Earl Hinson. 

Chief Hinson began fighting fires in 1961, 
and, as Chief, he was instrumental in turning 
the Macon-Bibb County Fire Department into a 
Class One department. His leadership, integ-
rity, and compassion are well known, and his 
retirement is a deep loss to our community. 

We owe a tremendous debt of gratitude to 
Chief Hinson for his commitment and hard 
work, for putting his life on the line to protect 
and serve the people of Macon and Bibb 
County, and for being an exemplary model of 
strength and honor. 

It is people like Chief Hinson who keep our 
families and neighborhoods safe, who work 
hard each and every day for our protection, 
and who teach us about the importance of fire 
safety to whom we owe our sincerest appre-
ciation. I thank Chief Hinson and wish him all 
the best in his retirement. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JULIA CARSON 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 4, 2000 

Ms. CARSON. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoid-
ably absent yesterday, Monday, April 3, 2000, 
and as a result, missed rollcall votes 96 and 
97. Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yes’’ on rollcall vote 96 and ‘‘present’’ on roll-
call vote 97. 

CONGRATULATING LAMAR UNI-
VERSITY’S MENS BASKETBALL 
TEAM 

HON. NICK LAMPSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 4, 2000 

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Lamar University’s Mens Basket-
ball team for their success this season and 
their return to the NCAA Tournament. Their 
return to March Madness took 17 years, but 
they made alumni like myself and fans of the 
basketball program proud. 

This was Lamar’s fifth trip to the tour-
nament, and the first since the 1983 season. 
Lamar finished the season with a 15–16 
record, and headed down the road to tour-
nament competition with a victory at the 
CenturyTel Southland Basketball Classic. In 
their first game in the Classic, the No. 7 seed-
ed Cardinals triumphed over the No. 2 seed 
Louisiana-Monroe with a 66–62 win. They 
then went on to win games against Southwest 
Texas and Northwestern State to capture the 
tournament. 

Lamar had the unfortunate luck to draw the 
No. 1 team in the country, the Duke Blue Dev-
ils, as their first round opponent in the Big 
Dance. However, the underdogs from Texas 
put up a fight, and gave Duke a run for their 
money. Mike Dean, the first year Lamar 
coach, and the fans who made the trip could 
only be pleased with the grit and determina-
tion with which the team played. 

Mr. Speaker, the members of the basketball 
team from my Alma Mater made me proud, 
and it is truly an honor to recognize them 
today. They have shown amazing effort and 
are an example of just how far dedication and 
hard work can get you. I offer my congratula-
tions on an outstanding season, and I look for-
ward to watching them succeed again next 
March. 

f 

HOMILY SUPPORTING CLEVELAND 
AREA HOSPITALS 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 4, 2000 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, in Cleveland, 
Ohio we are battling to keep two area hos-
pitals open. I insert for printing in the RECORD 
the following homily given by Rev. Dr. Joseph 
W. Skrha at Our Lady of Lourdes in Cleve-
land, Ohio on Sunday, March 12, 2000. This 
homily expresses the need for accessible 
healthcare for all citizens regardless of eco-
nomic status, race, or religion. 

Good morning: 
Today is the first Sunday of Lent. Lent is 

a time in the Christian church during which 
it is suggested that we put aside activities 
that would distract us and to focus in on who 
Jesus was and is, for us, now. 

Who was He? 
What did He do? 
What did He say? 
How did He act? 
To whom did He address himself? 
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